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Cindy Stelmackowich's anatomical art makes viewers shiver - with delight.
‘Why does political art have to be ugly? she asks

More than skin deep

CINDY STELMACKOWICH

AGE: 35
LIVES: Byward MWarked

Eveninhighschool, | took
hiology classes and art classes
1 the sama time. [1was natural
o combing these two
BY PALL GESSELL
= indy Stelmackowich's studio
¥ | in the Enriched Bread Artisis
B collective is a litle shoap af

horrori. Body pars are every-
! where. Veins and muscles are
~j J exposed. Glass beakers be-
come vases contalning bou-
:m::s afh:m-u-drrm.-.-: peedles and strange
medical devwoes wnth I!'n.lhlfl.ﬂ il
And yet, Seelmackbowhch's art s enchant-

Nineteenth-century Mustrations of dia-
sected bodies become poetic life-Mgure
drawings, espectally when blended with
images of cut-glass bowls and other spark-
Iy gems. Rubber gloves, tweezers and
more mysterious implements appear to
ooze out of medical texts the way tooth-
pakte squirts from the tube. Tralls of thay,
ruby-red beads become shimmernng lines
of blood Mowing from Dlustrated body

parts seamlesily secured to hand-made
marbled paper

Bemrty, we soon kearm, can be found 0 the
most unlikely places. And the human body,
even when the tkin is peeled back, can das-
e the eye, despite the shivers you feel, aa if
a dead man st caressed your cheek

Gret used 1o Stelmackowich's spectacu-
laz, sommewhat creepy art. She is putticg the
findshing touches 1o her PRD in art history
at Carleton Univeriity — her focius being
anatomical drawings from ipth-century
medical texts — and will now, for the firn
time in years, be able to devote hersell
more fully to an art practice that has made
her one of Ottawa's most imaginative
artints during the past decade.

This year, expect o se¢ Stelmackowich's
wark af Patrick Mikhail Gallery in Oitran
in & group show Jan. o to 31 called The
Mew and again ln a solo show in the fall
Sielmackowich will also be part of a na-
thomally touring group exhibition opening
in Toronto called Book « Art. In that show,
books will be part of the medium and the
mesange of the art. As weil, she will be part
of a fbve-year-long group exhibition, Sof-
ence in Art, including such Canadian
beavyweights s Edward Burtynsky
Catherine Richands and the three artisty
known as General [dea, being assembled
'I!!.r?he F.IJIT" af the Unverute de rh.ﬂ'btf
i Montrdal for the (ederal Heritage De-
partment's online Virtual Muteum

As & curstor, Stelmackowich i pllnnl.l:l.u;
to assemble a rouring exhibition next year
tentatively called SKINS. (Locations will
likely include. among others, Hallfax and

Oitawal, All the partiCipating artists Deing
lined up work with actual, imagined and
representaiinns of skini. “The exhibition
will address the anxieties, pleasures and
palitical histories related to the cultural
objectification, adormment and fascination
with skin" says Stelmackowich. "1t will in-
chide multiple mediams, inchuding animal
pelts, digital prints, drawings and knit-
works"™

As well, Stebmackowich will be teaching
an art history course at Carleton and lec-
turing elsewheres ai such veoues as New
York's Museum of Modern Art. Scholarty
journals sech &3 the Unbaraity Art Assod]
ation of Canada Journal will also be pub-
lishing some of the results of Stelmack-
owich's asithetic joumeys nto Qlustrated
cadaven

Clearty, Stelmackowich has little spare
time between artistic autopsdes.

*1 dom’t watch leleviion,” the tayy.

Stelmackowich inevitably finds hersel!
compared to Canada’s most famous ghoul-
meisier David Cronenberg, the creator of
such fims as Rabid, Crash, Shivers and
other gore-filled movies. But thers & a big
diference Cropenberg attempts (O Creep
you out whereas Stelmackowich's art is an
amaringly gentle experience, although its
Gbvious & Can appreciate the More smhit-
ter things in life.

The Art Gallery of Ontarlo staged an
.P;n.djr Warhol exhibition this summer in
Toronto, curated by Cronenberg. Stel
mackowich visited the show

1 liked best Warhol’s car crashes and
the electric chaie™ she s

Since asdolescence in the eastern
Sutkatchewan farming community of
Melville, Stelmackowich has been inter-
cated in jux ing art and schence, eEpe-
clally medical science. “Even in high
school, | took biology clasies and art class-
3 at the same thee. I was natural to com-
bine these two,™

Later ab the Univerity of Saskatchewan
iz Saskatoon, where she pursued fine arts,
Stelmackowich dove into science, includ-
ing biochemistry and anatomy, for her
electives,

While doing her undergraduate work,
she discovered the Mendel Art Gallery
along the banlks of the South Saskatchevwan
River in Saskatoon. She hecame a docent,
volunteering many hours o week 1o the
could be surrounded by everyihing from
the Group of Seven to the edgy. feminist
art that, many years later, is still informing
ber work. Disemmbodied limbs, encased in
grotesquely stretched pantyhose, adorn
the walls of her studio.

Stelmackowich sees her artistic forays
mto the world of medicine and sclence a3
“political art”™ but political art that & an e
thetically pleasing experience. “Why does
political art have to be ughy™ she sk,

Stelmackowhch wants us to look at the
human body and medical interventions in
reew ways and bo ponder Wiy we dhudder
at the thought of Innards and operations.

Wy are we 4o conditionsd 1o sgukrm sl
the sight of a beating heart? How do the
mores of ipth-century medicine still infla-
ence ife own altitudes?

When asking soch questions. the litle
shop of borrors suddenly becomes a salon
for discussion about the juxtaposition of
art, science, medicine and philosophy. The
sounds of car crashes from Warhaol and
Cronenberg disappear. Violin music
woitld be more appropriate in Stelmack-
owich's studio. And so would the scent of
rodes — funeral roses, that b

Nbore on our website: S8 mone of
Stelmachoraich's art online

o to olilewecitiren.com and foliow the
10 8o Watch' links in the Edior's Picks area



