Cindy Stelmackowich’s anatomical art makes viewers shiver —with delight.
‘Why does political art have to be ugly?’ she asks

More than skin deep

CINDY STELMACKOWICH

AGE: 39
LIVES: Byward Market

‘Even in high school, | took
hiology classes and art classes
atthe same time. [t was natural
to combine these two

BY PAUL GESSELL —
= indy Stelmackowich's studio
| | in the Enriched Bread Astists
collective is a little shop of
horrors. Body parts are every-
where, Veins and muscles are
| exposed. Glass beakers be-
come vases containing bou-
qum cl‘ h}-podcrmlc needles and strange
medical devices with frightful intent,

And yet, Stelmackowich’s art is enchant-
ng.

Nineteenth-century illustrations of dis-
sected bodies become poetic life-figure
rirawmgs. especially when blended with

of cut-glass bowls and other spark-
Iy gems Rubber gloves, tweezers and
more mysterious implements appear to
ooze out of medical texts the way tooth-
paste squirts from the tube. Trails of tiny,
ruby-red beads become shimmering lines
of blood flowing from illustrated body

k.

parts seamlessly secured to hand-made
marbled paper.

Beauty, we soon learn, can be found in the
most unlixely places. And the human bedy,
even when the skin is peeled back, can daz-
#le the eye, despite the shivers you fecl, as if
a dead man just caressed your cheek,

Get used to Stelmackowich's spectacu-
lar, somewhat creepy art, She is putting the
finishing touches to her PhD in art history
at Carleton University — her focus being
anatomical drawings from 19th-century
medical texts — and will now, for the first
time in years, be able to devote herself
maore fully to an art practice that has made
her one of Ottawa's most imaginative
artists during the past decade.

This year, expect to see Stelmackowich's
work at Patrick Mikhail Gallery in Ottawa
in a group show Jan. 10 to 31 called The
New and again in a solo show in the fall.
Stelmackowich will also be part of a na-
tionally touring group exhibition opening
in Toronto called Book « Art. In that show,
books will be part of the medium and the
message of the art. As well, she will be part
of a five-year-long group exhibition, Sci-
ence in Art, including such Canadian
heavyweights as Edward Burtynsky,
Catherine Richards and the three artists
known as General Idea, being assembled
by the gallery at the Université de Québec
4 Montréal for the federal Heritage De-
partment’s online Virtual Museum.

As a curator, Stelmackowich is planning
to assemble a touring exhibition next year
tentatively called SKINS, (Locations will
likely include. among others, Halifax and

Outawa), All the participating artists being
lined up work with actual, imagined and
representations of skins. *The exhibition
will address the anxieties, pleasures and
political histories related to the cultural
objectification, adornment and fascination
with skin" says Stelmackowich. “It will in-
clude multiple mediums, including animal
pelts, digital prints, drawings and knit-
works.”

As well, Stelmackowich will be teaching
an art history course at Carleton and lec-
turing elsewhere at such venues as New
York’s Museum of Modern Art. Scholarly
journals such as the University Art Associ-
ation of Canada Journal will also be pub-
lishing some of the results of Stelmack-
owich's aesthetic journeys into {llustrated
cadavers.

Clearly, Stelmackowich has little spare
time between artistic autopsies.

“I don't watch television,” she says.

Stelmackowich inevitably finds herself
compared to Canada’s most fumous ghoul-

David Crc 8 the creator of
such films as Rabid, Crash, Shivers and
other gore-filled movies. But there is a big
difference: Cronenberg attempts to creep
you out whereas Stelmackowich's art is an
amazingly gentle experience, although it's
obvious she can appreciate the more sinis-
ter things in life.

The Art Gallery of Ontario staged an
Andy Warhol exhibition this summer in
Toronto, curated by Cronenberg. Stel-
mackowich visited the show:.

“I liked best Warhol's car crashes and
the electric chair,” she says.
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